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This Week 


A new drive to halt ticket scalp- 
ers was instituted, Theatre owners 
were ordered not to sell more than ten 
tickets at a time to any show--theatre 
parties excepted, They also were ban- 
ned from giving New Jersey ticket brok- 
ers any tickets at all, Also this week 
the legal brokers ticket fee was increas- 
ed to $1.25 per ticket. 


Plays 


Auntie Mame resumed after one 
week lay-off...Uncle Willie closed... 
Diary of Anne Frank to close June 29, 
company will open in Los Angeles July 
20... Debut of New Girl in Town moved 
to May 14, allowing for week of NY pre- 
views,.. Drama Critics Circle vetoed 
8 30 PM opening curtain time, 


Players 


Arch Johnson replaced Lou Nova, 
Happiest Millionaire... Annual Cquity 
election May 24 to choose members of 
its council, 


Special Events 


Drama Critics Circle picked Long 
Days Journey Into Night as best American 
play of season, Waltz of Toreadors as best 
foreign play of season, and The Most Hap- 
py Fella as best musical of season... 
Tony Award winners detailed on Page 2... 
Robert Lewis presenting 8 lectures Mon- 
days ll 30 PM on "Method or Madness" at 
Playhouse, 


Calendar 


South Pacfic -City Center 4/24, 4th 
revival in Light Opera Series. With Mindy 
Carson, Robert Wright... First Gentleman- 
Belasco 4/25, Alex Cohen-Ralph Alswang 
present new play by Norman Ginsbury with 
Waltz Slezak, staged by Tyrone Guthrie... 
Livin' The Life-Phoenix 4/27, Hambleton- 
Houghton present new musical on Huck 
Finn with Stephen Elliott, Alice Ghostley. 
Music by Jack Urbont, book by Dale Was- 
serman, Bruce Geller, directed by David 
Alexander, 


Summer Playhouses 


New 2000 seat tent opening July 1 at 
Oakland Calif... Jules Munshin and Imog- 
ene Coca to tour summer circuit in Janus 
... Dazzling Hour by Anna Bonacci to make 
summer pre-Broadway tour with Mony 
Dalmes, presented by Jules Ziegler... 
Central Park musicals presented by Grace 
Anderson to inciude Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes and Girl in Pink Tights, St.John 
Terrell injunction to halt Park Commis- 
sion granting permission to Grace comes 
to court this week. 


Theatre TV Notes 


First Gentleman opening night party 
to be viewed in part on NBC Tonite Apr 25 
...Prints of NBC Hallmark Cradle Song 
made available free to high schools, coll- 
eges... Union dispute on handling of lights 
kept "Tony" Awards off WCBS TV as plan- 
ned... The Gioconda Smile by Aldous Hux- 
ley on NBC Matinee Theatre May 3. 


_______ 
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Digests of Current /eeks NYC Theatre Reviews 


Oscar Wilde- 4lst St Theatre 4/16. 3 pros- l!'ews, Mirror, Post- and 3 cons- Times, 
World Telsgram & Sun, Womens Wear, recorded ‘or Manuel Herbert revival of Leslie and 
Sewell Stokes drama originally presented in NY in 1938 with Robert Morley in title role, 
Thayer David portrayed role in current production staged by Bill Penn, Well-done revival 
which treats the author with wit and kindness, sums up Coleman, Mirror, who ‘ound David's 
portrayal catching the brilliance, bravado and decadence o. the ill-starred genuis., He also 
approved Ken Boyer as Lord Alfred, McHarry, News, ‘ound current production sound in all 
d:partments and David brillant in role, Though not his dish, he did find it compelling. Herr- 
idge, Post, praised David for brilliantly meeting challenge in vehicle, Though Calta, Times, 
admitted David also did fine job, he thought script itself without the epigrams sprinkled in, 
would be nothing more than an academic account of an unhappy iate. Donnelley, WT & S, 
also approved title player in mild manner, but noted that David seldom seems to be address- 
ing his fellow actors, But he noted that supporting cast was not outstanding, and that play was 
merely series o sketches, Dash, Womens Wear, also noted play emerges as an academic 
study without much power to arouse one's passions or stir the emotions. 


Wayside- Barbizon Plaza 4/17. 2 mild pros-Times and Mirror- and 5 cons- filed on 
new John Duif Stradley play presented by Wayside Productions and staged by author, An 
adroitly wrought romantic melodrama in a minor key that does manage to sustain a certain 
amount o° suspense and is enlivened by occassional exchazges of genuine humor, okayed 
Gelb, Times, Diana Herbert and Herbert Voland head cast. A brief and restful evening with 
occassional appeal that never sends shivers up and down the spine, adds Coleman, Mirror. 
Con side headed by Kerr, Herald Tribune, who thinks author has talent but current play ‘alters 
in in its sentimental moments. Evening remains one o promise,he concluded, Though Watts, 
Post, was ‘ascinated by kind-heartness o Arizona State Police portrayed, he ‘eared play lacks 
the forceiulness and guile demanded even by the off-Broadway stage. McClain, Journal Am- 
erican, and Donnelley, WT &S, panned play, Only kind words former could find was that play- 


ers are earnest and seats well-padded. While latter,had feeling throughout that Bebe Dan- 
iels and Ben Lyon did same play years ago. 


Thorndike-Casson Readings-De Lys 4/16 Special NY Chapter ANTA Matinee featuring 
readings by Dame Sybil Thorndike and Sir Lewis Casson enjoyed by Calta, Times, Program 
was mosaic o/ contrasting moods and color,a tour de force ior performers who demonstrate 
their {lexibility and gift for theatrical creation. 


"Tony" Awards Detailed 


Eleventh Annual "Tony" Awards presented by American Theatre Wing at Waldori 
Astoria dinner included---- 


Long Days Journey Into Night and My Fair Lady picked as best dramatic play and 
musical play of season, which extended from March 1, 1956 to March 1, 1957 


My “air Lady cast and staff won five other "Tony's'"'--Rex Harrison, male musical 


star, Cliver Smith, scenic designer, Cecil Beaton, costume designer, Moss Hart, directo-, 
and . ranz Allers, musical director, 


Yrederic March, Long Days Journey Into Night, picked as best dramatic star... 
Judy Holliday, Bells Are Ringing, chosen top female musicale star, and Sydney Chaplin, 
Bells Are Ringing, chosen best supporting actor in musical... Edith Adams, Lil Abner, as 
best ieatured musical player...Margaret Leighton, Separate Tables,as best dramatic “emale 
star...Peggy Cass, Auntie Mame, supporting actress... rank Conroy, Potting Sh=d, support- 


ing actor... American Shakespeare I estival, special award. ..Howard McDonald, stage tech- 
nician, : 
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London Theatre 


Plays 


Following The Entertainer at Royal 
Court with Laurence Olivier and Dorothy 
Tutin, Onglish Stage Company will return 
to repertory May 14, First program will 
be double bill of Apollo of Bellac and Io- 
nesco's The Chair, John Osborne's Look 
Back in Anger will be added May 27 and on 
June 1&8 The Making of Moo ,a new comedy 
by Nigel Dennis, will enter repertory, At 
Cdinburgh festival, group will present 
Sartre's Nekrassov Aug 19, 


The Lovebirds by Basil Thomas 
opens April 20 at Adelphi with Jean Aubrey, 
John Scott, Play directed by Wallace Doug- 
las to be presented twice nightly...Old Vic 
season closes in London July 20 and com- 
pany leaves following day for Baalbek Fes- 
tival, Lebanon, 


London Theatre TV 


Dear Brutus presented on Granada- 
TV with Dennis Price.,,Saint of Bleecker 
Street rescreened on BBC-TV. 


London Calendar 


The Lovebirds--Adelphi-Apr 20... 
Tropical Heat-New Lindsey-Apr 23... 
Titus Andronicus-Old Vic-Apr 23,..Tea 
and Sympathy-New Comedy-Apr 25... The 
Glass Cage-Picadilly- Apr 26... Where 
Stars Walk- Pitlochry-Apr 27. 


For Stage Struck Only 


* This weekly NYC newsletter 
digests--complete theatre 
news ( page 1), reviews of all 
openings ( page 2 ), comments 
by critics ( page 6.) 


) *Plus NYC critics suggest- 

“ep ions on theatre books, records 
(page 7. ) 


* Plus Off Broadway and full 
summer theatre coverage 
(page 7). London (page 3.) 


* Plus complete business & 
A critical data on all current 
@)< shows ( pages 4 & 5.) 

Na 

“ep * 10th year, Includes free re- 
search service for subscribers, 
$25 per year subscription 
with free yearly spring binder. 


Special Bulletin Board Edition 


* Little Theatre Groups 
* Drama Departments 
* Libraries 

* Business Offices 

* Newspapers 


* Consists of specially print- 
ed edition--four double pages 
printed on one side only for 
posting on C.D, bulletin board 
for all members to keep fully 
informed, 


* Plus free 20" by 30" bulletin 
board to post weekly edition. 
Plus regular edition of C,D, 

( with yearly spring binder. ") 


va * Available to above groups 
when request for special edit- 
cD ion accompanies subscription, 


$25 per year complete. 
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GREEN 


ROOM 


DEPARTMENT 


AWARDS & CRITICS... Judging by the three shows singled out by the Drama Critics' 
Circle, there is substance as well as glitter in the Broadway theatre today, approves 
Herald Tribune editorial... The only thing the NY critics have in common is that they 
go to shows, notes McClain, Journal American... Winchell, Mirror, is amused at the 
attempt of critics to deride their own power, A critic who has no influence on readers 
is wasting his time and newsprint, a critic is only as good as the support he derives 
from readers... Reviews confirm or contradict the general points of view of the play- 
goers, believes Atkinson, Times, who doubts if reviews can create an interest that did 
not previously exist. 


COLUMN TIPS... Eddie Mayehoff offered a 50% raise to stay with Visit to Small Planet 
reports Wilson, Post,..lLena Horne to be insured by Lloyd's and to have an under 
study in Jamaica, notes Winchell, Mirror.,.Land Beyond the River currently at 
Greenwich Mews to be basis of full length opera, hears Kilgallen, Journal American, 


DRAMA MAIL BOX,.. Coleman, Mirror, notes from his mail that reactions to Shinbone Alley 
are positive, his readers both praised and damned it... Times reader finds it remark- 
able that not one of the daily reviewers called attention to the exciting use of Tenn- 
essee Williams' imagery in tramsposing the basic elements of the Orpheus legend 
into his current play... The only possible legit strike is against high price of tickets, 
not producers vs Equity or vica versa, warns a C,D, subscriber. 


SICK BIG THEATRE,..Robust " little theatre movement" may mean that the public theatre 
is sick and falling down on its job of presenting the proper kind of plays, comments 
Tynan, London Observer writing in Herald Tribune, British critic is against "club 
theatres", feeling that odd or inflammatory art should be exposed to the many who in 
time will judge. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS,..Harold Hobson, play reviewer of London Sunday Times, may be 
British drama criticism's answer to John Foster Dulles, fears Watts, Post, Hobson 
like Dulles scores his victories while proclaiming high moral principles of the loft- 
iest granduer. In panning Damn Yankees , Hobson asked "Are all recent American 
musicals as bad as they seem," and then claimed he wrote his piece in patriotism, 


INTER VIEW HI-LITES... You can't afford to be a showman anymore, the only real showman 
left is Michael Todd and he won't touch the theatre, Alexander Cohen, The First Gentle- 
man producer, told Peper, World Telegram & Sun, Equity's raise could add 25% to 
the cost of production, he predicted... Mark Kroll, co-producer Ziegfeld Folliesadmits 
to Herridge, Post, that he has enough horse sense to know that he can't make money 
quickly on Broadway, If current show is a success he will do further editions, 


THEATRE EDITION,..A special late "Theatre Edition" replated for critics reviews filed 
after a late opening curtain suggested ( with tongue in cheek) by Chapman, News. 
Critics turned down idea of 8 30 PM opening at Drama Critics Circle meeting. 
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BROADWAY 


Newest Off-Broadway theatre will 
open Apr 30 at 99 Seventh Av. South, 
James Preston and Charles Olsen will 
present James Lee's new play Career 
featuring Charles Aidman, The theatre, 
the former site of 'The Pad" night club 
will be called Seventh Av, South Theatre, 


Oscar Wilde presenting Sat 7 PM 
and 9 30 PM performances. . .Salvage 
closed after one week run at Actors Play- 
house... Trojan Trilogy closed after month 
run at Theatre ast... Volpone closed after 
5 month run at Rooftop Theatre. 


House of Breath by William Goyen 
presented for 3 week-end performances 
at Circle in Square was viewed as too 
thin and too talky by Gelb, Times, Re- 
viewed noted Sunday matinee audience as 
tribute to consistenly fine record of Circle 
in Square group. Polite respect paid by 
audience is a clear indicated that Circle 
in Square has achieved a faithful following 
® willing to stick through ups and downs, It's 
the kind of audience off-Broadway needs, 
Times man concluded, 


THEATRE 


RECORD 


COMMENTS 


"Solid! South Pacfic" disc with Bob- 
@ by Hammick Quintet (Liberty) supplies a 
shifty jazz interpretation tothe score, The 
added riffs give the familiar tunes a new 
vigor which should please the hipsters . 

okays Variety...My Lady by London 
Festival Symphony{ Liberty) is done in a 
tasty fashion, but without too much imag- 
ination, notes trade mugg. 


BOGK 


COMMENTS 

"Too Much, Yoo Soon" by Diana Bariy- 
more ( Holt $3.95) was marked off as a 
fuzzy recollection o: the famous acting 
clan by Downing, Variety. The definitive 
Barrymore recap will have to be written 
by someone outside the clan. 


"Ten Talents in the American Theatre" 
edited by David Stevens ( U.of Okla Press$4) 
presents a quick study of regional theatre 
minds at work, but fails to show that among 
the ten leaders who write, or indeed, in 
any national organization, a plan for national 
theatre that is universally acceptable, Var- 
iety reviewer notes, 


TV 
THEATRE 
COMMENTS 


Three Men on a Horse on CBS Play- 
house 90 with Carol Channing, Jack Carson, 
Edward Everett Horton was highly praised 
by Shanley, Times and Gross, News, asa 
well-cast lively version of the well known 
farce, But Levinson, World Telegram-Sun, 
panned it, mostly because of poorly done 
TV adaption and some extreme examples 
of miscasting. 


THEATRE 


OuT OF 


TOWN 


The Matchmaker and The Desk Set 
in Chicago... The Apple Cart in Cleveland 
Fair Lady in Kansas City... Cat on 
Hot Tin in Minneapolis... Hatful of 
Rain in Philadelphia, 


THEATRI 
SS 


" PROS & CONS BY TMK " 


Oscar Wilde at the comfortable 
4lst St Theatre provides a remarkable 
vehicle for the character acting talents 
of 31 year old Thayer David in the title 
role, Play itself is a series of episodes 
giving Wilde opportunity to spout epi - 
grams, Rest of cast does not have lines 
nor talent to keep up with David's high 
standards, 


* 


Wayside is an interesting, light- 
weight drama that is very uneven in 
all departments, but with work by all 
concerned could be turned into a worth- 
while new American drama, It does 
have some warm and humorous scenes 
of lise in Arizona State Police barracks, 
But it also has some stock characters in 
some very trite love scenes, 


Newest attempt of NYC authorities 
to halt ticket scalpers by cutting off all 
allotments to New Jersey ticket brokers 
seems like rank discrimination, The ban- 
ning o! ticket sales of more than ten duc- 
ats at a time, also in the vain hope of halt- 
ing scalping, seems just as senseless and 
useless, Siforts of the various NYC de- 
partments to halt ticket scalpers are 
aimed in wrong area, Perhaps if the 
ticket buyer who pays $25 to $50 for a 
pair of seats to a hit were fined, the 
market for seats at these prices would 
com. to a halt overnight. Ticket scalp- 
ers are ingenious people and laws will 
n>ver stop them, Ticket buyers are av- 
erage people who would live up to rules. 


% 


Award season fever is at a high peak. 
Pulitizer Prize Awards will be known with- 
in ten days and the other big two o! the 
award season--Drama Critics Awards and 
"Tony" Awards--are tabulated. Diverse 
drama groups, shoe companies, etc will 
get in the act before season comes to off- 
ical halt. When considering theatre awards, 
theatre goers should keep in mind that only 
the reviewers ,in-their line of duty, have 
viewed ALL oi the shows and performances. 
Most o. the other award givers vote by 
hearsay and rumor on best play, actor, etc. 


* * 


Jurisdictional dispute between two 
unions--International Brotherhood of El- 
ectrical Workers and International Allian- 


ce of Theatrical and Stage Employees- which 


halted television viewing of "Tony" Awards 
is the kind of theatre dispute which turns 
good union members into anti-union public. 
CBS broadcast of proceedings was a sign 
of recognition by the TV industry that the 
theatre is important as news. By halting 
such a broadcast over a union dispute on 
who was to handle the house lights at the 
Waldorf Astoria, CBS and other TV con- 
cerns will think twice beiore getting invol- 
ved with theatre unions, Certainly the fact 
‘ inding Council should stop sucha mess 
from ever happening again. 


With off-Broadway ticket prices 
nearing uptown scales, NY may be ripe 
for a "Club" theatre plan which supports 
London's active little theatres. In the 
past history of NY off-Broadway movement 
some schemes have been tried, but the 
time might be right now for presenting 
worthwhile off-Broadway shows of a cer- 
tain type to "'club'"' members at low prices. 
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